aeaceescetllel Mie. 


wl, 6: 


The Athenian Mercury: 


; pen Saturday, March 26. 1692. 


Queft. 1. Illy, towards the end of hisg@s in pres. Queft, 7.. An Deus amat Angelum po bilem (is guank ; 
Qu fenti, has thefe following ie : formicam adu exifiemem? ~~ Bh | , / 
| Anfw, We delire the honeft Gentleman to take back 


Furo juravi & juratus, Potoque potavi thi§ Queftion again, and propofe things in’ posentia to 
Ex potus, Titubo titubavi vel titubatus, us, when we have refolv'd every thing that is alteady 
Veneo pro vendor %eni ** venditus Cs’ fum, In atu : 


Queft. 8. There is 4 Liquor, of which a certain quantity 
weighs 2 Ounces ; and another, of which an equal quantity 
Which words feveral perfons imagine to have been defignedly weighs 4 Ounces ; anda folid, of which the fame. quantity 
joyned together, becaufe there feems to be fo natural a connexion weighs 3 Ounces. The folid jmmer{ed in the firG LigMr 
between Drinking and Swearing, and Stumbling, and weighs 1 Ounce, what will it weigh in the fecind Liguor ? 
Selling and Wanting. Half a pitce bas been laid about it, Anfw. We have already told the World, that every 
and we have agreed to ftand by your determination of the Body will fink or {wim, weigh more or lefs in Water; 
shing ? | ie according as its weight is-in proportion to that of aa 
An{w. An Anfwer to this wou'd be twenty years be- equal Bulk of {uch Water. Therefore ’tisa Scandal on- 
yond Childifh, and we had paft it over, if it was not ly fe for Mr. ——— to fuggeft to. the: World, that we 
for the fake of aModern Author, ( whom for diftinétiohs fhou’d fay a Rule Inverfe was the only method for refolving 
fake we'll call Mr. -- becaufe this Paper may have ggca- {uch Queftions, viz. thas we anfwer'd before ; we.only 
fion to mention him more than once,) He tellsus the fhow’d, that after ‘a fingle Subitraction made, one fin- 
whole Rule is capable of a very pretty fort of an Interpre- gle Rule Inverfe wou'd anfwer that Queltion, muchfaon- 
tation. What this whole Rule means, unlefs Inftances er thanthe longtediousAlgebraic Canon which his Friend 
ofa Rule, isabove our Capacity, and fo indeed isthe helpe han to. The Anfwer of this Queftion is alfo re- 
Wit on'c. But now for the pretty Interpretation, Cano folvable without Algebra, viz. it weighsas much as Mr. 
(fays he) they fall co Supper, Faure, then they beginto —'s Ingenuity, thatis, ic wants confiderably to weigh 
Swear, Poto brings up the Reafon, which is about their any thing. . 

Drink, ¢a’c. Softly Sir-— a pretty Interpretation! it had _ Queft. 9. Whether is it more difficult to write Greek, or 
been enough for themfelves to have given the Reafon Latin Vérfe, or Englith Verfe ? 

for Swearing after they'd been Drunk. But to pro- Ale. Soe more liberty by far in the ewo firft, 
ceed, after inking’ Titubo, they break their Shins; becaufe ot Tranfpofitions, and yet Jefs in making new 
and then Careo,they want, yet Prandeo, they fharp one words. Boys at School,.dothe two fitit tolerably welJ, 
other Dinner, Pateo, but they lye horridly open to before they can varrive to.any thing buc fad Doggrel in 
Scandal, Placeo, yet_they are pleas’d with’, Suefco, be- the laft. Jf we {peak of it as to perfection, perhaps 
caufe they are accuftom’d to it, and fo on. We can Homers Iliads “(tho we won't be pofitive) will argue 
follow the Author no Jonger, fince he has been fo un- ftrongly forthe Greek Poetry,, when we confider that he 
jut in his Wit, asto puta they inftead of I, toallthefe has writ fo very fine, notwithftanding there were fo 
words, which are of the fit perfon, and therefore na- very few Poets, and hy confequence very little refining 
turally applicable to the Author ofthe Interpretation. anc borrowing of one another : if Homer had had 

Queft. 2. Wat doyou think of 4 Frize-Coat in Jaly ? thofe advantages in his days as a Young Englifh or La- 

An(w. Its as warm work as Tofing ones Mafler in a tin Poetmay have now in ours, we cant believe but that 
Blanket ? Greek Poetry had arrived to a, greater perfection than 

Queft, 3. How long has Brimftone been pre{crib’d for the either Latin or Englifh, ; 

Itch ? \ Queft. 10. Unde Derivatur Punch ?. . 
Anfw. This will have its Anfwer in the Peftfcripe _ Anjw. Punch quafi Paunch, thefhape of the Bow] be- 
Letter. ing round and Belly'd, and:got.from Water, Sugar, 8c. 

Que. 4. Who ir the beft Player now living ? and which for the firft makers of Punch, vig. the Indians, mace it 
is beft,a Tragedy or a Comedy? — as of the Spiritsof Rum, Rice, @e, and we have the fhape 

An(w. For the firft part, ’tisa Riddle, ‘till we know ofour Bowles from theirs, .if not the Bowls chemfelves, 
how mach o’th’ World is included in the Queftion, thé or perhaps the Articulate found Punch, is expreffive of 
let it be where it will; we may fay in General, every fuch a thumping. bellyed Figure; hence ‘tis we call a 
one is the bejt, for fo they'll cell you, if they {peak as big-belly'd Mimick a Punchanello. i | 
they think: Asco che lateer part,of the Queftion, we Queft, 11. Several Books you know come out that are {aid 
are as much in the dark as the former, till we know 10 be writ by a Perfon of Quality, would you advife us to 
the Perions Temper that has a mind co make a Tryal, buy “em ? 7 Ping 
left we fhou'd prefcribe that for a Sanguine Temper = Anfw. The quality of the Books is che beft Recom- 
which is proper for a Melancholly. mendation ; not but that where two perfons write upon 

Quelt. 5. Whether is it not a fure fign that David Jones one Subject ‘tis odds, but he that has the beft Education 
js azood Preacher, fince the People follow him fo? has the happieft Thoughts, and the handfomeft. way of 

Aniw, We had not anfwer’d this, if upon ftarting ‘exprefling’em. My Lord Rofcommon's Works aré fall of 
this Quettion there had not been this publick Anfwer, Noble and great Conceptions, every way becoming the 
“Not at all, for im the late.Froft we have feen a Foot- greatnefs of his Quality and Education, 
<< ball in the Streets attended by a gnore numerous Mob. Queft, 12. What is your Opinion of Marriages withcus 
Which witty Noalence is exposd by another irrela- Licenje 7 tye 
tive parallel, thus, Yes certainly, becaufe the Sun has the  Anjw. Jult what the Law prdvides: We are | 
moft Spears: We cannot juftifie-MrsFones in every cenfure the juft determinations of a lawfal, Magiiti 
ching, bur there’sa greater parallel betwixt the Life of without incurringthe penalty due to fuch follies, — 
his Preaching, and ieeing the Sua, than there is be- Queft. 13., Why do we call « fingle week a Sen ight, and 
twixt it and a Foorball. two weeks a Fortnight, that is, why do me reckon bf 

Queft. 6. Iz Scotland they bave abolifhed Prelacy, be- Night, apd not by the Day ? neal a 
caufe of its Opprejfion, and bave fet up Presbytery in the Anjw. Asfor the words comer and Fortnight . 4 
room : Quere, Whether the Remedy is mot worfe than the come trom the words Séven-nights and Fourteen-n ight, 
Difeafe > _. which fhort way of fpeaking, cuftom has abbrevi- 

Anfw.This will alfo have its anfwer in the Poftfript ated into Sennight and Fortnight, why Seven-nights and 


Letter. nes 
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jdags > we anfwer, that the Jews, Tralians, A- 
Silefians and Bohemians reckon their day from 
becaufe the darknefs in Natufe was before the 
i isthe oldeft*of all Accounts. 


Sun. The Babylonians, Perfians, Norimbergians, 
@%--begin.at Sun-rifing and Sun-fetting : The Myfians 
and Romans, part of Germany, the fixteen Provinces, 
and England account from Midnight to Midday, be- 
caufe the Shepherds were keeping Flocks about that time 
Chrift was Born, and alfo arofe from the Dead, ac- 
cording t6 the firft, which is the oldeft account, ccme 
the words Sennight and Fortnight, which anfwers the 
Queftion. : 

Queft. 14. To what pyrpole, and why was the Ceremony 
sifed atthe Baptilm for thé Dead ? . 

Anfw. This Text was read inthe Englifh Tranflation 
in King Edward the VI. days, Why are they then Bapti- 
zed over the Dead? and by the Centurtators of Magdenburg, 
Cent. 1.2. c. 6. But this' is to bring the Texe to fome 
Hiftory of the praétice of baptizing over the Tombs 
of the Dead, it ever there was fuch a praétice. The 
next Reading was the Bibles in Queen Elizabeth, vir. 
Why are they then Baptized for the Dead ; which wasthe 
pas, but was about 400 Years after Chrift, of 

aptizing thofe on their Death-Beds, that they might 
not fin afrer Baptifm: And thus the Emperour Conflan. 
tine, and his Son Conjtantius, deferr'd Baprifm tll the 
point of Death, and Valentinian parpofing the fame delay, 
was prevented by Death. But this Cuftomm cannot be 
provedto be inthe Apoftles times, neither -that the 
were Baptized as Dead, and for the State of the Dead, 
or for the Dead ; neither can it be meant by St. Paul, 
the Dead,only to be Martyrs,by way of Eminency, fincé if 
the word the had been out, it had- been Non-lence ; 
but it was a Guftom Common to all Perfons, thefe are 
Toyles inextricable. The prefent Enzlifh Bibles are 
for the Dead, and this Proxy-Baptizirg the Fiving for 
the Dead, was the pradticeof fome Corves to Chri- 
ftianity then ; they deferr’d Baptifm unto Ea/fer or Woit- 
fontide, ( Adi fi s-Fos.Scal.in Locum.) or to the 6th. of Fanu- 
ary, or Feaft of Epiphany, on which day they fuppos’d 
Chrift was Baptized. This Cuftom is ftill in che Ethio- 
pic Churches ; fo that if any of thefe Converts were 
ieized with Death before this time appointed for Bap- 
tifm, then a living man undertook Baptifm for the dead 
man, and the words-cowld not be better framed than 
this Text to exprefs this Cuftom, which Tertullian de 
Refurrectidne’ Carnis mentions often, and he was near 
theAge of the Apoftles: And it is Cerinthus the Enemy of 
all Truth, contemporary with the Apoftles, who brought 
in this doétrine, and not Marcion: fee Tertul. adver. Mar. ¢. 
Therefore che Apoftle ufes this Text as an Argument ad 
hominem fuited to thofe fuperftitious Cerinthian Corinthiars 
he had to dga! withal ; for what means your fuperftitious 
jubRituting a living man to be baptized for a dead man, if 
both perifhed equally, andthere were no Refurrection? 

Quclt. 1¢. Wherber the Lords day be rot of Divine In- 
ftittsion, cbliging all Chriftians Semper &'ad femper, and 
whether Bull-baitiugs, Bec. be allowable on the Lords day as 
on any other days of the week, as Dr. Heylin faith ? 

Anfw. St. Paul abrogated days, as Jewifh fuperftitious 
VWoly-days,yet he did'inftieute the firft day to the Church. 
es of Galatia, 1 Cor. 16. 1,2. and tothe Churches of 
Corinth, the practice of the Church of Tro¢s was pub- 
lick Meeting, Sacrament. Paul preached’ his Farewell 
Sermon, not on the laft day, but on the firft day, which 
he had order’d for Colleétions, thereby to be the 
greater, when al] on that day were to meet: So he 
ftaid with them till that Day, which was not left to 
the Church in aftertimes as indifferent, but ordered by 
him, andthe practice of Troas, Galatiz, Corimb, not for 
Bull-baiting, but other Religious Duties. 
~ Qu, 16. Twas playing at Cards this la& Chrifimas at a 
Tradefmans Shop, dc. 

Ou.17.Which is the beft InStrument topare Corns with,&c. 

Qu. 18. About t5 momths ago I married a Tripewomans 
Danger, Bc. re 32 

u, 19. Gentlemen, it is my misfortune to have 4 peturious 
old Hutks to my Father, &c. , 


» Umbrians, and Affronomers reckon from » 
as the fitreft time to make Obfervations ~ 


Anfw. Thefe ntighty Queftions aré not to be foonick- 
ly refolvd. The Querif muft tarrya conidetat tine 
before we can find an Anfwer to ‘em, that will be tffe- 
ful to the publick« 


A Letter fent tows by way of Poftfcripe, Mfarch 24. 


Gentlemen, 
]\ Reading a late-Scurrilous Pamphlet, I find thefe 4 
M Queftions with the anfwers to each,, viz. “ How long 
“ Brimftone hath been prefcribed for the Itch? The An- 
“‘fwer given is, feveral hundreds of Years before tie 
mt Conquctt Sir.— "Tis the oldeft Receipt in the Dif 
Ms enfag@ry, and it is as ancient as Sodom; for the In- 
i abitants of that City wére extreamly troubled with 

the Itch, and Brimftone effectually cured them of it 
“And a late Author, in his Vihdication of Wales, is plea- 
“ fed to fay, that no prefcriptic! inthe World can pre- 
“tend to be Fure Divino, but &.y Brimftone. The 2/. 
“ Queft.is, In Scotland they have abolifhed Epifcopacy, 
“ becaufe of its Oppreffion, and have fet up Presbytery in 
“the room: Qu. Whether the Remedy is not worle than 
“ the Difeafe? The Anfwer given is, viz. We'll only tell 
“you a fhort Story Sis, and then leave you to make the 
_ Application : A knot of Merry Fellows were drink- 
_ ing a Glafs of Wine at a Gentlemans Chamber which 

faced a Converfticle, where the people were very de~ 
 voutly Serenading their Mzker at the expence of Hopkins ard 
** Sternbold. The Chimney happening to Smoke, one 
*- of em opens the Cafement, crys the Gentleman, What 
“@ Pox doye mean to open the Calement there? Nothing 
“ fays the other, but only to let out the Smoke, Ay bur, 
““ replys He, you let inthat which is ten times more trouble- 
‘ fome, you let in the Pfalm. The 4rh. Queff.is, Whether 
“ Religion may not be faid to be like Cheefe, fince eve- 
“ry Man is his own Cook? The Anfw. given is, Ay 
“ verily Sir chat it may, and for another protound Rea- 
“fon which you have not nam’d, viz. becaufe there is 
“ one Letters difference between a Caluift and Cateift. 

_Now tho’ Iam not defirousto engage you in fo fcur- 
rilous a Paper, yet waving the 4 Queft, above mention’d 
in relation tothis Authors manner of an{wering them, I 
requeft your Refolution of the fe 4 Queries. 

Quelt. 1. Whether {uch ridiculing of the moft drealful ef- 
fects of Divine di'pleafure, that was ever marifefed in the 
World, on the one band, and of the folemn O¥dinances of Ged 
on the other, be not a veryepigh Affrent to the Divine Majefty ? 

Qy. z. Whether it be not a great contempt of, and diametri- 
cally oppofite to the late Proclamation of the King and Queen 
againgt Propbanene|s ? 

Qu. 3. Whether in a Chriffian flate, it be not (with 
fubmiffion) 2n Iniquity to be punished by the Fudge ? 

Qu. 4. Since ne fober Man nor Friend either t0 our Religi- 
on os fettled by Law, or to the Government it felf, can en- 
courage {uch Pamphlets : Queftion, Whetier the Author 
concern'd in it has rot a private Penfion from the late K. 
and Lewis the rath. to make up his lojes, as 2 recompence 
to ferve that Intereft ? s 

Anjw. Thete Queftions are fitter for the Magiftrates 
In{pection than our Refolution. 


cp The Queftions concerning 3 Merchants Contraét, 
the Man who curs’d his Wife and Children, Cock- 
fighting, Bul!-beiting, torturing of Brute Creatures, 
Equivocal Generation, Sepulchral Lamps of the 
Ancients, 175th. Verfe in Fuveral, thall be all an- 
{wer’d next Saturday. 

We have in this Paper, aecording to our Promife,an- 
{werd al] the Queftions mention’d in our two laft 
Mercurjes; @nd refolve to continue anfwering ail 
Queitions ‘whatever, that fo we may render our 
Undertaking perfect. Continue fending in your Que- 
{tions to Smiths Coffee-houfe in Stocks Market, ov 
to the Roterdain Coffee-houle in Finch-/ane, till we 
give notice to the contrary. 


Qobertifement. 


He Good Old Caufe: Or the Divine Captain Cha- 

raéterizd. By Edmund Hickeringill, Reétor ot the 
Re&tory of AUSaints in Colcheffer. Printed for F. Duv- 
ton at the Raven in the Poulsrey. 
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